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Hensley joins Jenkins and Higgs
among co-authors of new writing book
BY STAFF WRITER
Wesleyan Publishing House has
announced the release of Writers
on Writing: Top Christian Authors
Share Their Secrets for Getting
Published, edited by James M.
Watkins. The book features 25
chapters written by the top
Christian authors and editors in
America, including Jerry B.
Jenkins, author of the Left Behind
novels, and Liz Curtis Higgs,
best-selling novelist and awardwinning humorist. Chapter five,
"Generating Ideas," and chapter
eight, "Basic Grammar and Why
It Matters," were written by
Taylor University Fort Wayne
professor Dr. Dennis E. Hensley.
"Doc Hensley was one of the
first writers we sought for this
project," said Watkins. "He's not
only a prolific writer of every
thing from journalism to novels,
but he is also considered by
many to be the finest writing
teacher in the country today. His

program at TUFW produces
more successful writers than any
other college, so, naturally, we
wanted his participation in creat
ing a book on techniques of pro
fessional writing."
Some of the other chapters are
"Finding the Right Market" by
Sally E. Stuart, editor of The
Christian Writers Market Guide,
"Self-Editing Your Fiction" by
Karen Ball, senior fiction editor at
Zondervan Publishing House,
"Writing Personal Experience
Stories" by Hal Hostetler, editor of
Guideposts magazine, "The Impact
of Christian Writing" by James
Garlow, author of Breaking the
DaVinci Code, "Writing Screen
Plays" by James Scott Bell, colum
nist for Writer's Digest magazine,
and "Ghostwriting" by Cecil
Murphey, ghostwriter of Franklin
Graham's autobiography.
"It was an ambitious undertak
ing," noted Hensley, "but it all
came together. It not only covers

all of the key aspects of writing
and marketing manuscripts, but
it also addresses such topics as
copyrights, book publicity, and
business ethics. I'm honored to
be one of the contributing
authors."
Hensley is the author of 45
other books, including The Power
of
Positive
Productivity
(Possibility Press), More Than
Meets the Eye (Kregel Publishers)
and How to Write What You Love
and Make a Living at It (Random
House). He is director of the
professional writing major at
TUFW, where he is a professor
of English. James N. Watkins is
director of the Sandy Cove
Christian Writers Conference,
author of more than a dozen
books for teens, and a newspa
per humor columnist. He has
also served as an adjunct profes
sor at TUFW.

Photo contributed by Wesleyan Press Photos
TUFW professor Dr. Dennis E. Hensley (standing) and editor
James N. Watkins are co-contributors to Writers on Writing.

Christian education provides more career opportunities
BY ASHLEY 0LINGH0USE AND
TRISHELLE RAINEY
It's a warm spring afternoon.
The year is 1874. Birds are chirp
ing outside and a student is sigh
ing as he flips the pages of his
textbook. The pages are full of
ministry titles, educating stu
dents on the "best ways" to
become Christian leaders. The
boy stops and stares out across
the farm fields. He muses, "If
only I were in a school that was
fully devoted to teaching me
about ministry. I feel that I could
learn so much more than what
I'm reading right now."
Now it's a busy afternoon. The
year is 2005. Students are laugh
ing loudly and talking amongst
friends in the Taylor University
Fort Wayne Eicher Dining
Commons during the lunch hour.

Dr. Doug Barcalow smiles warm
ly, the lines in his left cheek
revealing a wide, inviting grin.
"One of my favorite quotes," he
explains, "says you don't get to
heaven with a wet finger, allud
ing to the fact that your practiced
Christian faith is more than book
learning and using a wet finger to
turn pages." And, indeed, this is
very true.
Christian
Education
has
expanded immensely during the
last hundred years, going from
the textbook academic approach
to giving students the opportuni
ty actually to practice what they
learn in the classroom. At TUFW,
Dr. Barcalow, head of the
Christian Education Department,
explains that Taylor is a direct
result of that movement more
than a hundred years ago.

"Higher education during that two of the most important pur
time was too academic, and stu poses of the church are evangel
dents weren't learning how to be ism and edification. "Christian
assertive Christians. Thus, the Education helps believers mature
movement brought about the in their faith," Dr. Barcalow adds.
implementation of Bible institutes "That's done through under
and colleges," Dr. Barcalow standing the Word. If you don't
explains. "As President Gyerston understand the Word, you don't
always used to say, training stu grow."
dents to know how to truly min
At Taylor, Christian Education
ister is 'part of our DNA.'"
is the largest department on cam
So, what exactly is Christian pus, totaling a third of the student
Education? "Christian Education body. Since Doug Barcalow was a
is the component of the ministry student at the former Fort Wayne
that takes a new believer and Bible College, Taylor has grown
builds him or her to maturity," from its original studies of
says Dr. Barcalow. Some other Pastoral Ministries, Missions, and
familiar names for Christian Christian Education to add Youth
Education
are
Christian Ministries
and
Counseling
Ministries, Spiritual Formation, degrees. Each student at Taylor
and Family Care Ministries. In will experience some of the class
the
Christian
Education es in the core curriculum, as there
Department, it is emphasized that are required biblical classes for

every major.
These classes
include Biblical Literature 1 and
2, Historic Christian Belief,
Foundations
of
Christian
Thought, and Contemporary
Christian Belief. Each of these
classes is structured around the
desire to teach students all
aspects of Christianity, from its
core beliefs and history to pre
senting current religions that dis
agree with Christian Theism.
With Christian Education inter
est on the rise, the program at
Taylor continues to grow, but
with tradeoffs. "We have about
120 students a year," states Dr.
Barcalow. "With the youth min
istry program that started eight
years ago, we have actually seen
that major grow as the Christian
Education major has decreased."
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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ACways Somewhere (ECse: Film review: Hitch
(By (Any Other (Name
BY H.J. TOLBERT

H e l l o ,
everyone!
Welcome
to
(back)
s c h o o l !
How was
your sum
mer?
Do
Laura Fischer a n y t h i n g
'Ecttor
exciting?
Learn any
important lessons? Find any
insights? Earn some money?
Good, good, all very good
things.
I spent a weekend as counselor
at a junior high girls' camp, as I
did the summer before. One
thing I noticed differently this
time, though, was important it
was to get to know each of my
girls as quickly as possible. It
was important to me that I be
able to speak to each of them by
name, within at least the first
few hours, since our time was so
limited. It's a personal thing,
knowing someone's name.
I've noticed that, lately—how
important names are. It always
give me an odd little feeling of
warmth whenever someone
speaks to me by name, whether
it's a teacher, or a fellow student,
or one of my little siblings.
There's a connection there, how
ever brief. Even walking down
the sidewalk, passing people as I
go—it's easy to just say "Hi!" or
"How you doing?" and keep
walking.
But when someone says,
"Hello, Laura!" that means
something. That's special. That
person put effort into learning
and remembering my name, and

took the time to say it as he or
she passed. I really like that.
(Don't feel bad if I don't respond
in kind—it might be that I'm just
a bit startled, and reveling in the
nice feeling.)
And while I was pondering
about this little quirk of human
nature (or at least my nature), it
occurred to me that God is like
that, too. Do you know how
many names God has? Neither
do I. It's a bunch. And they all
mean something special. I have a
friend who will pray with a dif
ferent name for God when
they're making a different kind
of petition, and I'm sure God
notices that he took the time to
learn those names and under
stand them.
Never mind all the Hebrew
names, which are really cool. I
like even just thinking about all
the English names for God. Jesus
Christ. Holy Spirit. Father God.
Ancient of Days. Counselor,
Comforter, Keeper. Refuge.
Savior. Rock. Almighty. Maker.
Defender. Redeemer. Friend.
He is Lord, the ruler of every
aspect of our lives, and He is
Christ, our personal savior and
defender. When we rise up and
lay down, when we eat and play
and study, He is there. And He
knows you by name, knew you
before you were born, and He
speaks to you constantly. That's
just really, really cool.
The next time someone calls
me by name, I think I'll try to
reflect, even if just for second, on
what that means. And I'll thank
God for knowing me, and letting
me know Him.

Billing himself as "the cure for
the common man," Alex 'Hitch'
Hitchens (the ever-present Will
Smith, who ranges from titles
like The Legend of Bagger Vance
and Ali to Enemy of the State and
I,Robot, now taking his first turn
at romantic comedy) is a date
doctor, once thought to be an
urban myth, a man who special
izes in helping shy nerds land
the girls of their dreams by
teaching men to understand and
respect women.
You're really getting two
movies for the price of one here.
While Will Smith is onscreen at
every possible opportunity,
there are still two plotlines: one
regarding Hitch's client Albert

T he Express

ADVISOR:

Dr. Dennis E. Hensley

for physical comedy that is quite
difficult to describe. His Q-Tip
dance must be seen to be
believed. The best facet of the
film is the writing, which is sur
prisingly trenchant, especially
for a film of this caliber. It's
worth at least a rental, and is an
excellent date movie.
The Bottom Line: Three out of
Five Stars
Better Than: You've Got Mail
Not as Good as: Annie Hall
MPAA: PG-13 (language, sexu
al references)
Disclaimer: This column repre
sents the view of the columnist,
and does not purport to repre
sent the views of The Express or
Taylor University.

Education continued
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

There are several career areas
that students can become
involved in once their degree is
completed
in
Christian
Education. Certain fields that
students have explored include
curriculum writing, college
teaching, church or para-church
leadership positions, camp min
istries and missions. Taylor has
several accomplished alumni in
the field, including 1989 gradu
ate David Bennet, who is now
owner of Peak3 Outfitters in
Colorado; 1991 graduate David
Reed, who is an instructor of
philosophy and theology at
Bethel College in Mishawaka,
Indiana; and, more recently,
2004 graduate Beth Manon, who
is a Resident Director at Geneva
College, and 2005 graduate
Robyn Bender, who is the head
of Christian Ministry at Indiana-

CO-EDITORS:

Laura Fischer
Kyle Waalen

(the hilarious Kevin James, of
TV's "King of Queens") and his
attempts to woo his dream girl
with Hitch's coaching, and the
other regarding Hitch's own
efforts in the game of love,
which are surprisingly ineffectu
al, given that he is a date doctor.
Since this is a romantic come
dy, you already know the end
ing. However, this film tries
harder than most to convince
the viewer that, in fact, every
thing won't come together in the
end. Overall, it's a good effort.
Will Smith is still playing the
same character after all these
years, but it is a likeable charac
ter, so that's not really a detrac
tor. Kevin James is actually the
break-out star, displaying a gift

Purdue University Fort Wayne.
Dr. Barcalow, who became a
professor at Fort Wayne Bible
College in 1982, continues to
love the field God has placed in
him. After receiving his calling
from the Lord in high school, he
felt certain he would be
involved in Christian Education.
After a long journey as serving
as a youth pastor, he saw the
only ad in Christianity Today for
a needed professor at Fort
Wayne Bible'College. He left the
church with his family and
moved to Fort Wayne to explore
the option. He was selected for
the position and, since then, Dr.
Barcalow's life has never been
the same.
"We all must wrestle with the
question, 'What are the core
truths of faith?"' Dr. Barcalow
reflects. "Students are less pre
pared than they were 30 years

STAFF WRITERS:
Nathaniel Chen
Amanda Dreher
Karina Duddleston
Brianna Elliott
Sarah Hodgin

Joshua Hornbarger
Katy Jessup
Laura Johnson
Ashley Olinghouse
Trishelle Rainey

ago. They are less grounded in
the Word, and have less associa
tion with the Church. Some stu
dents who are either indifferent
or brand new in their faith must
be brought up to speed." That is
perhaps why Dr. Barcalow feels
such a strong pull toward edu
cating others in Christian
Education. "Generations must
re-discover the Truth for them
selves," he explains. "Every
freshman group must re-discov
er what current seniors know.
Some students need to be
stretched in their faith, whereas
others need to be taught the fun
damentals of right and wrong."
As Dr. Barcalow stops and
reflects, he says frankly, "The
most important thing is that
what we learn must be taught to
the next generation."

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Kate Schmelzer
Tabitha Spacht
Megan Tepfer
Ami Troyer

The Express

Taylor University
1025 W. Rudisill Blvd.
Fort Wayne, IN 46807
express®tayloru.edu

The Express is the student newspaper of Taylor University Fort Wayne. It is published every other week and distributed on Thursday to the TUFW community.The Express welcomes
reader input Letters and commentaries must include the author's name, major, and an address, e-mail address and phone number for verification. Letters may be edited for clarity,
accuracy or space. The views expressed in editorials, letters and other commentaries do not necessarily reflect the views of The Express or of Taylor University.

September 29, 2005

f e a t u r e s

Witmer Hall basement offers opportunity to create new music
BY AMANDA C. DREHER AND
SEAN COGAN
You've probably walked past
room 12, located in the basement
of Witmer Hall on the Taylor
University Fort Wayne campus,
many times without realizing
what was in it. It was a mailroom
once, fewer than five years ago.
Room 12 is a peculiar room. If you
ever have the chance to step inside
it, you will see that the walls aren't
parallel. Large curtains swallow
up two walls. Many abnormally
shaped white and black objects are
attached to the two bare walls and
the ceiling.
Room 12 of Witmer Hall is a
recording studio. It was designed
as such when Witmer was con
structed in 1970, and it was
reopened as a recording studio in
the fall of 2002-. The studio is set up
almost as it was originally
designed, before it was converted
into a mailroom. The main differ
ence lies in the addition of a ramp
that grants both handicap access
and the ability to move the studio's
concert grand piano in and out.
The studio is specially equipped
from ceiling to floor with acousti
cal treatments that allow perform
ers to get the best recordings possi

ble. The unparallel walls prevent
sound from bouncing back at the
performer and disturbing clarity.
Black and dark gold curtains
oppose each other on the walls,
muting the sound. The black cur
tain can be drawn across the wall
or pulled back to modify the
sound.
The white and black masses
attached to the walls are absorbers,
diffusers, and bass-absorbing baf
fles. Absorbers are white, tall and
rectangular. Imagine a wavy pota
to chip with different-sized waves;
that's what the surface of an
absorber looks like. Absorbers
soak in the sound, though these
particular absorbers also break up
the sound like diffusers do.
Diffusers are about 20 inches by
20 inches, and their surfaces look
as though miniature absorber
potato chips have been stacked on
top of each other and were stuck
together at right angles. Diffusers
break up and scatter the sound
waves.
Bass-absorbing baffles are the
black objects in the corners of the
room and on the ceiling. Since bass
sounds tend to carry farther and
reverberate longer than their highpitched
counterparts,
these

absorbers are specifically designed
to soak up the extra bass sound.
The concert piano, an electronic
drum set, some music stands, and
expensive microphones are situat
ed around the room. The middle of
the room is open; it will soon be
covered by an area rug which will
further absorb sound.
There are two rooms adjacent to
the studio. Currently, a solo booth
is being developed. Inside, a
soloist will be able to work while
other sounds are being recorded in
the main studio. This booth will
connect to the studio and the hall
way. The specially sealed wooden .
door serves to block much of the
buzzing that comes from the hall
way vending machines outside the
booth. When the solo booth door is
opened, the hum of the vending
machines is oppressively loud, but
when the door is shut, the hum is
barely noticeable.
The studio is available to stu
dents and members of the public
who wish to make recordings.
Training is required for those who
personally would like to perform
the engineering and mixing part of
the work. Dr. Ken Johnson, a music
professor at TUFW, has recorded a
solo album in the studio. It is titled,

SAC Schedule of Events:
October
Wednesday 5th @ 11:00 p.m. - Breakfast at Midnight (Eicher DC)

November
Thursday 10th @ 9:00 p.m. - Airbrand Pre-Dress Rehearsal (Founders)
Wednesday 16th @ 9:00 p.m. - Airband Dress Rehearsal (Founders)
Thursday 17th @ 10:00 p.m. - Airband (Founders)

December
Friday 2nd @ 7:00 p.m. - Extreme Culture (Eicher DC)
Friday 9th @ 7:00 p.m. - Christmas Banquet (Baker St. Train Station)
Tuesday 13th @ 9:00 p.m. - SAC Study Break (AC)

Room 12 in Witmer Hall is a recording studio. It was designed
as such when Witmer was constructed in 1970, and it was
reopened as a recording studio in the fall of 2002.
"Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual
Songs." Dr. Jay Platte, department
chair, calls the album a "very fine
recording" and announced it was
released on May 10th.
Anyone interested in making a
recording should contact Dr.
Platte.
"I will ask what the scope of the
project is, just like any sort of
research paper or anything else,"
he says. "What is it you want to do
with this? What is the purpose for

this?"
Dr. Platte states that some paper
work will probably be developed
for students to fill out in order to
request use of the studio.
Dr. Platte's favorite thing about
having a music studio on campus
is seeing "the innovative ways that
people express creativity." He
says, "Creativity is a direct part of
that connection with the image of
God in us."

It's all Greek to me
BY AMANDA C. DREHER
So, the only Greek you have
ever heard before consists of
alpha and omega. Actually,
you're not even sure what
omega looks like. It is the first
day of class, and you are trying
to learn the Greek alphabet. You
cannot help but start to day
dream about how z (zeta) looks
like a snake ready to spring at
you and y (psi) resembles a
pitchfork with which you will
attempt to defend yourself.
At Taylor, "Greek life" just does
not carry its usual meaning.
A Greek proverb states, "All
things good to know are difficult
to learn." If you are thinking
that "difficult" is a brazen
understatement, do not fret.
Here are some strategies you can
employ to survive Greek:
1. Do your time. You will

almost always have timed
assignments, which means you
have two days to study a total of
100 minutes. Be sure you study
for almost an hour every night.
Putting in the time is truly
important if you plan to keep up
in the class.
2. Take an active role. Take
notes in class and ask for clarifi
cation when you do not under
stand something. This seems
basic (it is), but it is essential.
During class, try to figure out
the practice sentences. Go ahead
and make mistakes early so you
will have things straight by the
time you have a quiz or a writ
ten assignment.
3. Make your flashcards. The
boxed set of flashcards (avail
able in the bookstore) is not
required for the class; consider
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Women's volleyball steps up program
BY STAFF WRITER

The Taylor Fort Wayne Lady
Falcon volleyball team is stepping
up its program this year. The lady
falcons will play higher quality
teams at a faster pace eliminating a
lot of the less competitive teams.
"They just don't help us grow as a
program anymore," said Coach
Scott Haddix.
The Lady Falcons have partici
pated in three tournaments
already this season, winning their
home invitational tournament
September 9-10. The team has
three more tournaments to look
forward to this year at Grace Bible
College, Goshen and the national
tournament Taylor Fort Wayne
hosts at the end of October.
Along with the upgraded sched

ule of games, Coach Haddix has
added a few new faces to the team
and brought back a solid collection
of returnees. Freshman Megan
Spillman from South Bend,
Indiana has already made a huge
impact as a strong outside hitter,
which offers any opposing team a
one-two tandem with junior AilAmerican Sarah Hodgin. Hodgin
said, "Megan has already proven
to be a great asset to this team. We
couldn't be happier to have her."
Other new faces include a cross
over senior basketball player
Cyndi Lee, playing utility, and jun
ior Brittany Marshall, playing
defensive specialist after taking a
break her sophomore year from
volleyball.
Returning as captain is senior

Angie Hoeppner who has already
shown amazing leadership on the
court. Other returnees include sen
ior Becca Eleiott, junior Academic
All-American Jessica Warriner,
sophomores Dani Partee, Cassie
Warriner and Rachel Kindel.
Most returning players are tak
ing on new roles, such as Rachel as
libera or Cassie as setter. But the
overall effect of the team this year
should be greater than two previ
ous Lady Falcon volleyball teams.
Coach Haddix has big expecta
tions for this team, and the girls
have no intention of letting him
down.
The next home game is
September 27 at 7:00 p.m. All stu
dents are admitted free with their
student IDs.
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Home Game Schedules
Volleyball

Soccer

October
TU, 4 Earlham College 7:00

September
TU, 29 Grace Bible College
4:00

TH, 13 Great Lakes CHR
COL 6:00
TU, 18 Goshen College 7:00
TH, 27 - SA, 30 USCAA
NATL TRNY at TUFW
TBA

October
TH, 6 Bluffton University
4:00
TH, 13 Great Lakes CHR
COL 4:00
TU, 18 Oakland City
University 3:00
TH, 20 Defiance College
3:00

Sports Updates
Congratulations to the Women's Volleyball team on
winning the Lady Falcon's Invitational Tournament!

Greek continued
Together, you may come up with
purchasing it anyway to use -corresponding English words or
during the summer. Get blank phrases that will help you
flashcards for free from the remember the Greek words.
Academic Center for Enrichment Besides, studying with another
(ACE) on the second floor of person breaks the monotony.
6. Consider software or Internet
Witmer. By making your own
study
aids. There are interactive
flashcards, you will gain practice
software
programs that will
writing the words. You can colorcode the cards. Also, you will allow you to quiz yourself until
save time by not having to dig you understand. If you cannot
out only the cards you need from regularly get together with a
the hundreds of white cards in study buddy, this is an especially
the box, giving you more time to useful supplement to classroom
learning.
study.
Greek can be a daunting lan
4. Take advantage of tutoring. A
tutor can tell you how he or she guage to study, but success is pos
remembers certain words and can sible. With a hardworking atti
help you study more effectively. tude and these strategies, you,
Even if you keep up in the class, it like others before, can come out
is a good idea to ask the tutor for of Greek triumphant and mostly
a practice midterm or final exam. unscathed.
5. Find a study buddy. Quiz
each other on vocabulary.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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Alumni Soccer Game
Junior Adam Sharp fights off his opponent during the
alumni soccer game on Saturday, September 24. The
men's soccer team defeated the alumni team with a
score of 4-0. The alumni soccer game is an annual event
held during Homecoming Weekend.

Greek is a language;
At least it used to be.
It killed off all
the Greeks,
And now if!s killing me.
All have died who
ever spoke it.
All have died who
ever wrote it.
All will die who
ever learn it.
Blessed death,
they surely earn it!
-Unknown

